PHIL 210: SEMINAR ON GREEK PHILOSOPHY
Monte Ransome Johnson
UC San Diego, Spring 2022

Course Description:

This seminar will offer an overview of the history of early Greek philosophy and an opportunity to conduct research into any area of interest related to early Greek philosophy. The class meetings will consist of lectures and discussions about the main fragments of some of the leading figures (in English translation). We will also examine some recent scholarship with an emphasis on ethical and political views originating prior to Plato. 

Schedule:

Note: the readings will be posted to the Canvas site for the course. The codes refer to items listed on the bibliography included below.

1. Introduction. Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes. 
	
· J. Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy (1.1), Introduction and Synopsis (p. xi-xliii); Chapters 2 (Thales), 3 (Anaximander), and 4 (Anaximenes). 
· Aristotle, Metaphysics Book I, chapters 3-10 (handout).

2. Xenophanes.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy (1.1), Chapter 7 (Xenophanes).
· K. Popper, “The Unknown Xenophanes: an attempt to establish his greatness”, p.33-67 of 3.22. 
· S. Tor, “Xenophanes on the Ethics and Epistemology of Arrogance”, p.19-36 of 2.7. 

3. Heraclitus.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy chapter 8 (Heraclitus).
· D. Graham, “Heraclitus: Flux, Order, and Knowledge”, p.169-188 of 2.2.
· H. Granger, “Argumentation and Heraclitus’ Book”, OSAP 26 (2004), 1-17. 
· M. A. Johnston, “On the Ethical Dimension of Heraclitus’ Thought”, p.37-53 of 2.7.

4. Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy, Chapters 5 (Pythagoras) and 13 (Fifth Century Pythagoreanism). 
· C. A. Huffmann, The Pythagorean Tradition, p.66-87 of 2.4. 
· C. A. Huffman, “Aristoxenus’ Pythagorean Precepts: a rational Pythagorean ethics”, p.700-712 of 2.7.
· J. C. Thom, “The Pythagorean Acusmata”, p.3-18 of 2.7.
· P. Horky and M. R. Johnson, “On Law and Justice Attributed to Archytas of Tarentum”, p.455-492 of 2.7. (Optional)

5. Parmenides, Mellissus, and Zeno.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy, Chapters 9 (Parmenides), 10 (Zeno) and 11 (Mellissus).
· D. Sedley, “Parmenides and Mellissus”, p.113-133 of 2.4.
· R. McKirahan, “Zeno”, p. 134-158 of 2.4.

6. Empedocles.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy, Chapters 12 (Empedocles).
· J. Palmer, “Ethics and Natural Philosophy in Empedocles”, p.54-73 of 2.7. 
· O. Primavesi, “Empedocles: physical and mythical divinity”, p.250-283 of 2.2.

7. Anaxagoras.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy, Chapter 18 (Anaxagoras). 
· D. Graham, “Empedocles and Anaxagoras: Two Responses to Parmenides”, p.159-180 of 2.4. 
· R. Janko, “Eclipse and Plague: Themistocles, Pericles, Anaxagoras and the Athenians’ War on Science”, Journal of Hellenic Studies 140 (2020), 213–237.

8. Protagoras and the anonymous author in Iamblichus.

· M. J. O’Brien, “Protagoras”, p.3-28 of 1.8.
· D. S. Hutchinson and M. R. Johnson, The anonymous author in Iamblichus (handout).
· T. A. van Berkel, “The Ethical Life of a Fragment: three readings of Protagoras’ Man Measure Statement”, 74-109 of 2.1.7.

9. Leucippus and Democritus.

· Barnes, Early Greek Philosophy, Chapters 20 (Leucippus) and 21 (Democritus).
· G. Vlastos, “Ethics and Physics in Democritus”, p.381-407 of 2.3.2. 
· D. Sedley, “Atomism’s Eleatic Roots”, p.305-332 of 2.2. 
· M.R. Johnson, “The Ethical Maxims of Democritus of Abdera”, p.211-42 of 2.1.7.

10. Research Roundtable

During this meeting, we will discuss each student's research project for 10-15 minutes. Each student should prepare (and duplicate enough copies) a circa 1-page handout with primary texts to be discussed (and anything else that would be useful).






Meetings:

The seminar will meet in-person in the seminar room in the Philosophy department (or outside on the 5th floor terrace) from 1-3:50pm on Wednesdays during term. Everyone is expected to attend every session, and final grades will be reduced 1 letter grade for two or more unexcused absences.

Evaluation:

1. Weekly Discussion Posts (40 points). Each student must post an initial 300-500-word comment and two circa 100-word follow up comments each and every week to the discussion board on Canvas.

2. Initial bibliography and proposal (10 points). During week 4, student will meet with the Professor to discuss possible reading assignments and foci of their research. Each student should produce a one-page description of their research problem or question, including a preliminary bibliography of (translations of) primary source fragments, and secondary source articles or essays. The Professor will provide feedback on the basis of this proposal that should be incorporated into the final report.

3. Final report (50 points). Students are expected to submit a circa 3,000-6,000-word report of their research by midnight on Wednesday of week 11. Each report must include a full bibliography of primary and secondary sources, and an account of the status of the question of some problem in the study of early Greek philosophy.

Basic Bibliography for Early Greek Philosophy
Compiled by Monte Ransome Johnson (UC, San Diego, 2022)

0. Bibliographies.
1. General texts, translations, sourcebooks, and textbooks.
2. General anthologies.
3. General monographs.
4. Essential ancient sources. (Plato, Aristotle, Diogenes Laertius).

0. Bibliographies

0.1. Navia, L. E. The Presocratic Philosophers: an annotated bibliography. New York and London, 1993.

0.2. Sijakovic, B. Bibliographia Presocratica: a bibliographical guide to the studies of early Greek philosophy in its religious and scientific contexts with an introductory bibliography on the historiography of philosophy. Paris, 2001.

1. General texts, translations, sourcebooks, and textbooks

1.1. Barnes, J. Early Greek Philosophy. London, 1987. 
	English translation with concise introduction, synopsis, and interpretive remarks. Omits the sophists.

1.2. Diels, H. ed. Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker. 6th ed. rev. W. Kranz, 3 vols. Berlin 1951-1952. 1st ed. 1903. 
	Greek and Latin with partial German translation. Establishes the standard reference system: a number indicating the philosopher (e.g. 68 for Democritus), followed by A (testimonia), B (fragments) and C (imitation).

1.3. Freeman, K. Ancilla to the Pre-Socratic Philosophers. Oxford, 1962.
	Compact English translation of DK B fragments only.

1.4. Graham, D. W. ed. The Texts of Early Greek Philosophy: the complete fragments and selected testimonies of the major presocratics. 2 vols. Cambridge 2010.
	Greek and Latin with facing English translation. Establishes a new reference system using a 3-letter code for each philosopher (e.g. DMC for Democritus), followed by a serial number, sometimes including an F (fragment) number.

1.5. Kirk, G. S., J. E. Raven, and M. Schofield, The Presocratic Philosophers. 2nd ed. Cambridge, 1982.
	Greek and Latin texts with English translations and helpful interpretive discussion. All texts numbered consecutively.

1.6. Laks, A. and G. W. Most, Early Greek Philosophy. 9 volumes. Loeb Classical Library, 524-532​. Cambridge, MA; London, 2016.
	Greek and Latin (etc.) with facing English translation. Establishes a new reference system using a code (e.g. ATOM for older atomists Leucippus and Democritus), followed by P (information about the person), D (information about his doctrine), and R (information about reception).

1.7. McKirahan, R. Philosophy Before Socrates. Indianapolis, 1994.
	English translation with thorough discussion of figures and topics.

1.8. Sprague, R. K. editor. The Older Sophists. Columbia, SC, 1972.
	 A thorough sourcebook with good translations.

2. General Anthologies

2.1. Caston, V. and D. W. Graham. Presocratic Philosophy: essays in honor of Alexander Mourelatos. Aldershot, 2002.

2.2. Curd, P. and D. W. Graham. Eds. The Oxford Handbook of Presocratic Philosophy. Oxford, 2008.

2.3.1-2. Furley, D. and R. E. Allen. Eds. Studies in Presocratic Philosophy. 2 vols. London 1970, 1975.

2.4. Long, A. A. ed. The Cambridge Companion to Early Greek Philosophy. Cambridge, 1999.

2.5. Mourelatos, A. P. D. The Pre-Socratics. A collection of critical essays. 2nd ed. Princeton, 1993.

2.6. Taylor, C. C. W. ed. Routledge History of Philosophy. Vol. 1, From the Beginning to Plato. London, 1997.

2.7. Wolsdorf, D. ed. Early Greek Ethics. Oxford, 2021.

3. General Monographs.

3.1. Barnes, J. The Presocratic Philosophers. 2nd ed. London, 1982.

3.2. Bonazzi, M. The Sophists. Cambridge, 2020.

3.3. Cherniss, H. Aristotle’s Criticism of Presocratic Philosophy. Baltimore, 1935.

3.4. Couprie, D. L. Heaven and Earth in Ancient Greek Cosmology: from Thales to Heraclides Ponticus. New York, etc., 2011. 

3.5. Couprie, D. L. When the Earth Was Flat: Studies in Ancient Greek and Chinese Cosmology. New York, etc., 2018.

3.6. Freeman, K. Companion to the Pre-Socratic Philosophers. Cambridge, Mass., 1959.

3.7. Furley, D. J. The Greek Cosmologists. Vol. 1, The Formation of the Atomic Theory and its Earliest Critics. Cambridge, 1987.

3.8. Guthrie, W. K. C. A History of Greek Philosophy. Vol. 1, The Earlier Presocratics and the Pythagoreans. Cambridge, 1962. Vol. 2, The Presocratic Tradition from Parmenides to Democritus. Cambridge, 1963. Vol. 3, The Fifth-Century Enlightenment. Cambridge, 1969.

3.9. Laks, A. The Concept of Presocratic Philosophy: its origin, development, and significance.

3.10. Graham, D.W. Explaining the Cosmos: the Ionian tradition of scientific philosophy. Princeton, 2006.

3.11. Graham, D. W. Science Before Socrates: Parmenides, Anaxagoras and the New Astronomy. Oxford, 2013.

3.12. Feyerabend, P. Philosophy of Nature. Edited by H. Heit and E. Oberheim. Translated by D. Lotter et al. Cambridge and Medford, Mass., 2016.

3.13. Hegel, G. W. F. History of Philosophy. Vol. 1, Greek Philosophy to Plato. Translated by E. S. Haldane. Lincoln, 1995.

3.14. Heidegger, M. Early Greek Thinking: the dawn of western philosophy. Translated by D. F. Krell and F. A. Capuzzi. New York, 1975. See also: Heraclitus Seminar. Parmenides.

3.15. Heidel, W. A. Peri Phuseôs: a study of the conception of nature among the pre-socratics. Proceedings of the American Academy, 1909.

3.16. Hussey, E. The Pre-Socratics. London, 1972.

3.17. Kerferd, G. B. The Sophistic Movement. Cambridge, 1981.

3.18. Lloyd, G. E. R. Polarity and Analogy: two types of argumentation in early Greek thought. Cambridge, 1966.

3.19. Lloyd, G. E. R. Early Greek Science: Thales to Aristotle. London, 1970.

3.20. Lloyd, G. E. R. Magic, Reason, and Experience: studies in the origin and development of Greek science. Cambridge, 1979.

3.21. Nietzsche, F. The Preplatonic Philosophers. Translated by G. Whitlock. Champaign, Ill., 2006.

3.22. Popper, K. The World of Parmenides: essays on the presocratic enlightenment. Edited by A. F. Petersen et al. London and New York, 1998. 

3.23. Sassi, M. M. The Beginnings of Philosophy in Greece. Translated by M. Asuni. Princeton, 2018.

3.24. Seaford, R. Money and the Early Greek Mind: Homer, Philosophy, Tragedy. Cambridge, 2004. 

3.25. Seaford, R. The Origins of Philosophy in Ancient Greece and Ancient India: A Historical Comparison. Cambridge, 2019.

3.26. Warren, J. Presocratics. London, 2007.

3.27. West, M. L. Early Greek Philosophy and the Orient. London, 1971.

Holton, S. Sleep and dreams in early Greek thought: Presocratic and Hippocratic approaches. Abingdon; New York, 2022.

